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Committee activities 

The Committee is established pursuant to the Public Accounts and Audit Committee Act 1951. In 
general terms its duties are to: 

• examine the financial affairs and monies spent by authorities of the Commonwealth;  

• examine all reports of the Auditor-General, consider the resources supplied to the Audit Office, 
approve or reject the appointments of the Auditor-General and Independent Auditor, and 
determine and inform the Auditor-General of the audit priorities of the Parliament;  

• scrutinise the Defence Materiel Organisation’s annual Major Project Report; 

• approve the appointment of the Parliamentary Budget Officer, consider the operations and 
resources of the Parliamentary Budget Office, and report to Parliament on relevant matters 
relating to the PBO (required under the Parliamentary Services Act 1999); and 

• approve the draft Requirements for Annual Reports submitted each year by the Department of 
Prime Minister and Cabinet (required under the Public Service Act 1999). 

Committee reports on first stage of the  
Public Management Reform Agenda  

In May 2014, the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit (JCPAA) released its inquiry report 
on the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (PGPA Act) rules development. 
The report is a continuation of the Committee’s ongoing oversight of the Public Management 
Reform Agenda (PMRA) and builds on the Committee’s earlier inquiry into the PGPA Bill 2013.  

“The Committee believes that stage one of the reform agenda, comprising the PGPA Act and the 
implementation of the first set of PGPA rules, establishes a solid foundation for efficiencies and the 
framework for cultural change in Commonwealth resource management into the future,” 
Committee Chair, Dr Andrew Southcott MP said.  

The report made 10 recommendations in response to specific issues raised by stakeholders 
concerning the PGPA rules development, including: 

• a call for greater clarity and consistency across the PGPA guidance materials; 
• explicitly placing an obligation on all individual officials to consider proper use and management 

of public resources before approving commitments of relevant money; 



  

• ensuring the ANAO has the power, under the new arrangements, to audit the full planning, 
performance and accountability framework; 

• addressing potential confusion from dual coverage with the Public Service Act 1999; 
• emphasising, in the guidance materials, that chairs of Commonwealth bodies are able to attend 

audit committee meetings as observers; and 
• that the Department of Finance continue to consult with stakeholders throughout the 

development of the post-July 2014 rules and the broader PMRA, and outline and communicate 
dates for the development and consultation of future rules and guidance materials. 

“The Committee has a keen interest in the ongoing process of the PMRA and the development of the 
PGPA rules beyond 1 July 2014 and intends to conduct inquiries into stages two and three of the 
reform agenda. Key priority areas for stages two and three include a new risk framework, better 
facilitation of ‘joined-up’ government and partnership arrangements, and an improved performance 
framework,” Dr Southcott said.  

In December 2014, the Committee announced that it may determine to conduct a new inquiry into 
the draft rules and guidance for corporate plans and annual performance statements in 2015. 

Report 441: Inquiry into Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 Rules 
Development is published on the Committee’s website. 

Review of 2012-13 Defence Major Projects Report 

In May 2014, the JCPAA tabled the report of its annual review of the Defence Materiel Organisation 
(DMO) Major Projects Report (MPR). The 2012-13 MPR covered 29 projects with a combined 
approved budget of $44.3 billion. Specific areas of focus in the Committee’s review included cost, 
schedule and capability performance, and governance and business processes.  

The Committee made ten recommendations aimed at improving clarity and consistency of data and 
information for future reporting. 

“While reporting on the expenditure and capability development of major projects is challenging and 
complex, adequate reporting in these areas gives the public and the Parliament confidence that 
money is being spent efficiently and effectively.” Committee Chair Andrew Southcott MP said. 
“Implementation of the Committee’s recommendations should further improve reporting at a time 
when financial accountability is more important than ever.” 

Report 442: Inquiry into the 2012-13 Defence Material Organisation Major Projects Report is 
published on the Committee’s website.  
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Review of Australian National Audit Office Reports 

The Committee has conducted a number of reviews of Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) 
reports in 2014, including: 

• Audit Report No. 25 (2012-13) – Defence’s Implementation of Audit Recommendations 
• Audit Report No. 53 (2012-13) – Agencies’ Implementation of Performance Audit 

Recommendations 
• Audit Report No. 6 (2013-14) – Capability Development Reform 
• Audit Report No. 21 (2013-14) – Pilot Project to Audit Key Performance Indicators  
• Audit Report No. 25 (2013-14) – Management of the Building Better Regional Cities Program 
• Audit Report No. 26 (2013-14) – Medicare Compliance Audits 
• Audit Report No. 27 (2013-14) – Integrity of Medicare Customer Data 

Report 443: Review of Auditor-General’s Reports Nos 23 and 25 (2012-13) and 32(2012-13) to 9 
(2013-14) is published on the Committee’s website.  Report 445: Regional Cities Program, KPIs and 
Medicare is published on the Committee’s website. 

Review of the operations of the PBO 

In July 2014, the Committee began an inquiry into the operations of the Parliamentary Budget Office 
(PBO).  The inquiry was part of the committee’s statutory oversight role, which enabled the 
Committee to review the progress of the PBO after only two years of operation. The PBO was also 
subject to external audit by the Australian National Audit Office, which reported on the 
administration of the PBO in June 2014.  

The Committee’s report, tabled in December 2014, made eight recommendations aimed at 
improving the PBO’s access to information and extending the PBO’s mandate to include the 
publication of detailed medium term projections. The Committee also recommended that the post-
election report analysis of election commitments be extended beyond 4 years to a 10 year 
timeframe. This is to apply the same rigour to costing the major policies of all the main 
parliamentary parties. 

The Committee concluded the PBO is a permanent and indispensable part of the architecture of 
good government, contributing to transparency and accountability in fiscal policy, policy costings 
and the budget.  It is making information and analysis available to all parliamentarians and 
strengthening informed public debate. The committee will continue to monitor and support the PBO 
as it consolidates its operations, practice and procedures and evolves to meet the expectations of 
the Parliament and the public.  

Report 446: Review of the Operations of the Parliamentary Budget Office is published on the 
Committee’s website. 

Page 3 of 3 
 


